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           WASHINGTON - Today, Congressmen John W. Olver (D-MA)             and Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD) praised a new, comprehensive assessment             of climate change impacts and urged action to address global warming             in light of the study's conclusions that the Arctic is warming             much faster than other areas of the world and that much of this change             is linked to human-generated greenhouse gas emissions.

           Congressman Olver said, "Greenhouse gases are accumulating in           the earth's atmosphere. These accumulations are substantially           caused by human activities. Temperatures are rising, and impacts are           being observed. The findings of the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment           further illustrate the urgency with which we must pursue climate change           policy. The time to act is now."

           "While general scientific consensus exists on the           reality of climate change and the contribution of human activities           to it, this is the first assemblage of hundreds of scientists to document           impacts of climate change on a region, particularly one that is so           crucial to global climate and ocean ecosystems," said Congressman           Gilchrest. "The information it provides, when viewed in concert           with the implementation of restrictions on greenhouse gas emissions           in Europe, will be invaluable to consideration of climate policy in           the next Congress."

           The Arctic Climate Impact Assessment was conducted           and reviewed by 300 scientists. The assessment was commissioned four           years ago by the Arctic Council, a ministerial intergovernmental forum           comprised of eight nations with Arctic territory - Canada, Denmark,           Finland, Iceland, Norway, the Russian Federation, Sweden and the United           States - and six Indigenous Peoples organizations as well as           the International Arctic Science Committee, an international scientific           organization appointed by 18 national academies of science. 

           The assessment's findings are contained in a report titled "Impacts           of a Warming Artic," which was released today in Washington,           D.C. In addition, the findings will be presented in detail at a scientific           symposium in Reykjavik, Iceland starting tomorrow. 

           According to the report, the Arctic is warming rapidly,           with the loss of polar ice projected to accelerate global warming as           well as contribute to sea level rise and flooding. The study confirms           that the warming is human-caused through heat-trapping emissions from           the burning of fossil fuels.

           About half of the summer sea ice in the Arctic is           projected to melt by the end of this century, along with a significant           portion of the Greenland Ice Sheet, as the region warms an additional           7 to 13 degrees F by 2100. Rising sea levels are already observed in           the Arctic region and are predicted worldwide as warming continues. 

           Low-lying coastal states are especially vulnerable           to the effects of sea-level rise, including flooding and related damage           to beaches and infrastructure. Low-lying states are also vulnerable           to accelerated global warming, which scientists say contributes to           the intensity of hurricanes and other tropical storms. 

           Additional findings include:

    -  In Alaska, Western Canada and Eastern Russia, average           winter temperatures have increased as much as 4 to 7 degrees F in the           past 50 years and are projected to rise 7 to 14 degrees F over the           next 100 years.

    -  Polar sea ice during the summer is projected to decline           by 50 percent by the end of this century with some models showing near-complete           disappearance of summer sea ice. This is very likely to have devastating           consequences for polar bears, ice-living seals and local people for           whom these animals are a primary food source. At the same time, reduced           sea ice extent is likely to increase marine access to some of the region's           resources.

    -  Warming over Greenland will lead to substantial melting           of the Greenland Ice Sheet, contributing to global sea-level rise at           an increasing rate. Greenland contains enough melt water to eventually           raise sea level by about 23 feet.

    -  In the United States, low-lying coastal areas like           the Delmarva Peninsula and coastal states like Massachusetts, Florida           and Louisiana are particularly susceptible to rising sea levels.

    -  Should the Arctic Ocean become ice-free in summer,           it is likely that polar bears and some seal species would be driven           to extinction.

    -  Arctic climate changes present serious challenges           to the health and food security of some indigenous peoples, challenging           the survival of some cultures.

    -  Over the next 100 years, global warming is expected           to accelerate, contributing to major physical, ecological, social and           economic changes, and the assessment has documented that many of these           changes have already begun.

           The assessment's projections are based on a moderate estimate           of future emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, and           incorporate results from five major global climate models used by the           Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

           Congressmen Olver and Gilchrest are co-chairs of           the House Climate Change Caucus, a clearinghouse for information and           a forum to build support for appropriate and pro-active environmental           policy. They are working with Senators McCain and Lieberman to pass           the Climate Stewardship Act (S. 139 and H.R. 4067), which would regulate           CO2 emissions utilizing market forces. The Climate Stewardship Act           would set a cap for heat-trapping pollution responsible for global           warming, while creating a market-based system encouraging maximum technological           innovation and profitable opportunities for companies to cut emissions.

           The assessment is an important tool in the development           of policy to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through a mechanism such           the Climate Stewardship Act alone or in combination with increased           federal support for renewable energy and energy efficiency.
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